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In line with A Rapid Situational Analysis On Child And Family Poverty In Cheshire And Merseyside,

published in August 2024, Cheshire and Merseyside’s Directors of Public Health and Population
Health, who work together as the Champs Public Health Collaborative, commissioned a report into
child and family poverty in the subregion. The report found that child poverty levels in England, and
across Cheshire and Merseyside (C&M), are a serious issue of social injustice. Poverty can harm
children before they are born, throughout their childhood and into adulthood. It can persist when
they have their own children. The consequences impact on every part of an individual’s life, and have
a negative impact on society, including the economy, potentially creating an inter-generational cycle

of inequalities. But child and family poverty are not inevitable.

There is significant variation in the sources of information used locally across Cheshire & Merseyside
to identify and understand the cohort of children and young people in poverty. It is recognised that
local intelligence teams have different levels of resource available and have to cover a wide range of
issues, working within local systems with differing priorities at different times results in a lack of

consistency at a Cheshire & Merseyside level.

The Cheshire & Merseyside Child & Family Poverty Resource is a comprehensive library of data
sources, tools, and local strategies aimed at understanding and addressing child and family poverty
across Cheshire & Merseyside. Below is a condensed version, highlighting key online resources and

how they can be applied in practice.
The C&M resource looks to explain, describe, and signpost.

1. Responding to the national direction when released in a strategic manner,

2. Informing regional and local authority strategy and policies to support commissioning of
services, while also tracking impact of interventions, through established metrics and KPIs,

3. Putting this into practice on the ground: how this information will inform and support
professionals; child poverty as a risk factor to be able to identify, manage and support

effectively.

Cheshire & Merseyside Child & Family Poverty Resource Library Page |1 0of 5


https://champspublichealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/A-rapid-situational-analysis-on-child-and-family-poverty-in-Cheshire-and-Merseyside-Final.pdf
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Time Period

Resource

Quarter 1 (April-June)

e Material Deprivation

Quarter 2 (July — Sept)

e Free School Meals
e Households in Fuel Poverty

Quarter 3 (Oct-Dec)

e DWP Benefit Statistics
e Food Poverty

Quarter 4 (Jan - March)

e Children in Low Income Families

Other

e ACORN Categories
e Indices of Deprivation
e End Child Poverty Campaign
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Key Data Resources & Applications
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Resource Use in Practice Linked Resources

English Indices of Identify areas of high deprivation at postcode level to target 10D2019 Local Authority Dashboard
Deprivation interventions and allocate resources effectively.

(loD2019)

Children in Low-
Income Families
Statistics

Understand the demographics of children in poverty (age,
gender, family type) to tailor services and outreach.

Interactive Tool to Explore Statistics
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/

Free School Meals

Monitor eligibility trends to assess socioeconomic shifts and
inform school-based nutrition and support programs.

DWP Benefit Analyse benefit uptake to identify gaps in support and inform

Statistics policy advocacy.

Households in Fuel Target energy efficiency programs and financial support to Local Area Fuel Poverty Dashboard
Poverty households most at risk.

Food Poverty

Understand food insecurity patterns to support food bank
planning and nutritional interventions.

Food poverty: Households, food banks and free school meals
Who is experiencing food insecurity in the UK?
The Food Foundation Food Insecurity Tracking

ACORN

Demographic
Segmentation

Segment populations by lifestyle and economic status to
design targeted public health messaging.

https://acorn.caci.co.uk/

Material
Deprivation

Assess living standards and inform multi-agency support
strategies.

Family Resources Survey
Family Resources Survey (Child) - Data on Stat Xplore

Cheshire & Merseyside Child & Family Poverty Resource Library
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5dfb3d7ce5274a3432700cf3/IoD2019_FAQ_v4.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5dfb3d7ce5274a3432700cf3/IoD2019_FAQ_v4.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5dfb3d7ce5274a3432700cf3/IoD2019_FAQ_v4.pdf
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiOTdjYzIyNTMtMTcxNi00YmQ2LWI1YzgtMTUyYzMxOWQ3NzQ2IiwidCI6ImJmMzQ2ODEwLTljN2QtNDNkZS1hODcyLTI0YTJlZjM5OTVhOCJ9
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/school-pupils-and-their-characteristics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/dwp-statistical-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/dwp-statistical-summaries
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fuel-poverty-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/fuel-poverty-statistics
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/local-area-data-fuel-poverty/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2024/united-kingdom-food-security-report-2024-theme-4-food-security-at-household-level#:~:text=In%20the%20UK%20%2C%20in%20FYE,to%2090%25%20in%20FYE%202023.
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9209/CBP-9209.pdf
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/who-is-experiencing-food-insecurity-in-the-uk/
https://foodfoundation.org.uk/initiatives/food-insecurity-tracking
https://acorn.caci.co.uk/
https://acorn.caci.co.uk/
https://acorn.caci.co.uk/
https://acorn.caci.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-the-uk-material-deprivation-measures/summary-review-of-the-uk-material-deprivation-measures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-the-uk-material-deprivation-measures/summary-review-of-the-uk-material-deprivation-measures
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/family-resources-survey--2
https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/metadata/FRSCH/FRSCH.html
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Additional Local Strategy & Insight Dashboards

e Cheshire West: Fairer Future Strategy

e Cheshire East: Poverty JSNA

e Liverpool: Deprivation Indicators

e Sefton: Child Poverty Strategy

e  Wirral: Child & Family Poverty JSNA

e Halton: Halton JSNA 2023: Poverty & Cost of Living

e St Helens: St-Helens-Public-Health-Annual-Report-2023-2024 and
Children_and_Young_Peoples_Needs_Assessment 2024.pdf

Additional Tools & Resources

e Healthy Cities Generator: Visualize and model urban health determinants.
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e Local Authority Interactive Tool (LAIT): Compare children’s services performance.

e Children in Need Statistics: Track vulnerable children’s outcomes.

e Looked After Children Statistics: Inform care planning and support services.

e All Together Fairer: Cheshire and Merseyside’s collaborative approach to improving health

equity and the social determinants of health in the subregion.
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https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/asset-library/your-council/council-plans-policies-and-strategies/fairer-future-strategy-final/fairer-future-strategy-final.pdf
https://www.cheshireeast.gov.uk/council_and_democracy/council_information/jsna/healthier-places/poverty.aspx
https://liverpool.gov.uk/council/key-statistics-and-data/headline-indicators/deprivation/
https://www.sefton.gov.uk/public-health/seftons-child-poverty-strategy/sefton-child-poverty-strategy/
https://www.wirralintelligenceservice.org/a-to-z-of-jsna-topics/child-family-poverty/
https://www3.halton.gov.uk/Documents/public%20health/JSNA/specialist/Poverty%20and%20cost%20of%20living%20JSNA.pdf
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/media/10689/St-Helens-Public-Health-Annual-Report-2023-2024/pdf/FINAL_St_Helens_Public_Health_Annual_Report_2023-24.pdf?m=1738080360477
https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/media/9601/St-Helens-Children-and-Young-People-s-Needs-Assessment-2024/pdf/Children_and_Young_Peoples_Needs_Assessment_2024.pdf?m=1729845687530
https://healthy-cities.com/healthy-cities-generator/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-authority-interactive-tool-lait
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/children-in-need
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-looked-after-children
https://champspublichealth.com/all-together-fairer/

